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Lesson: Introduction to Deployment

= What Are Assemblies?
= How Deployment Works in Visual Studio .NET

= How to Choose a Project Type



What Are Assemblies?

= Code must be packaged in a functional unit called an
assembly before it can be executed by the common
language runtime

= Assemblies contain all the information necessary for
deployment and versioning
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How Deployment Works in Visual Studio .NET
I
= Packaging options
e As portable executable files (.dll and .exe files)
e As .cab files
e As a Windows Installer package
= Deployment
e Based on Windows Installer technology
= Deployment alternatives
e XCOPY

e The Copy Project command



How to Choose a Project Type

Setup project

= Builds an installer for a Windows-based application (.msi file)
Web Setup project

= Builds an installer file for a Web application (.msi file)

Merge module project

= Packages components that might be shared by multiple
applications (.msm file)

CAB project

= Creates a .cab file for downloading to a Web browser



Lesson: Deploying a Windows-based Application

Create a setup project

Set project properties

Customize the setup project

Build the application

Distribute and install the application




Multimedia: Deploying a Windows-based Application
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How to Create a Windows Installer Setup Project

Setup Wizard (1 of 3)

Welcome to the Setup Project
Wizard

This wizard will lead wou through the steps of creating
a sebup project,

& setup project creates an installer For wour
application.

The project that is created can be used immediately or
further cuskomized ko add extra features not covered
by this wizard,

Click. Mexk bo create a new setup project, or Cancel ko
exit the wizard,

iZancel Mexk =




How to Set Project Properties
I

= Properties window

e Set general properties

e Examples: Author, Manufacturer, ProductName
= Deployment Properties dialog box

e Set configuration-dependent properties

e Examples: Bootstrapper, Compression, Output file
name, Package files

o When installing to versions of Windows previous to
Windows XP for the first time, you must include a
bootstrapper in the installer



Deployment Editors

= Use the deployment editors to configure the installer
that you create

e File System Editor

e Registry Editor

e File Types Editor

e User Interface Editor
e Custom Actions Editor

e Launch Conditions Editor



How to Use the File System Editor

= Provides a representation of the file system on a
destination computer

m Uses the concept of abstract folders to ensure that files
are installed where you want them

Skart Page  File System (Setup Example) | 1 b X
File System on Target Machine || Mame Twpe
fa] Application Folder i) Application Folder Falder
Q User's Desktop QUser's Deskiop Folder

] User's Programs Menu lpUser's Programs Menu Folder




How to Build the Setup Project

Configuration Manager

fckive Solution Configuration:

Froject Contexts (check the project configurations to build or deplow):

Project Configuration | PlakFormm | Build
Loan Application Setup Release b | W
Loandpplication Release MET W

Close Help |

= The .NET Framework must be installed on any
computer that will run an application created with
Visual Studio .NET

= To install the .NET Framework, use the redistributable
Installer Dotnetfx.exe
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Lab 12.1: Deploying an Application

m Exercise 1: Using the Setup Wizard

m Exercise 2: Installing the Loan Application
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